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HOME WASHINGTON SAVED BY CLEVER ENGINEERIN6bE
Large Tunnel to Carru Awau Water Being

Driven Through Hill Where the
Ancient Mansion Stands

I

OUNT VERNON tho home of
I t I George Washington has boon

saved by a clever engineering

expedient from morn than possible de-

struction At a oost of nearly 57000 a
tunnel Is being driven through the hill

mi which tho mansion stands to carry
oft the wators of an underground stream
that has boon causing serious landslides
Sooner or later if the precaution had
not been taken the historic dwelling

might have fallen Into the Potomao

Tho trouble has been going on far a-

long time and In Its earlier stages was
a cause of no little anxiety to Wash-
ington himself It was on this account
that Just before his death he decided
on building another burial vault further
away from tho brink of the hill His
executors carried out his wishes In this
regard the result being the present
vault In which the remains of the Im
mortal George and his wife now rest
Inclosed In two huge blocks of marble

There was a particularly big and
alarming landslide last spring and soon
afterwards tho ladies composing the
board of regents employed an engineer
to devise a remedy for the mischief As
a result the tunnel was driven under
the hill to Intercept and cut ort the
stream and already It has accomplished
wonders drying up the springs which
oozed out along the slope That there
wis reason for worry Is proved by the
fart that 50000 gallons of water flow out
of the pipe every twentyfour hours Into
the Potomac

Mount Vernons Income
The income of Mount Vernon amounts

to something like 90600 year and is
derived from the admission foe of 2
cents paid by from 70000 to 50000 people
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who visit the place annually Some of
tho money IB expended judiciously In

repairs in order that the old mansion
may not deteriorate For example a
whllo ago It was found that the sand-
stone foundation showed a tendency-
to disintegrate softening at the

and experiments are being made
with hardening agents One remedy
tried wits tho same as that applied

famous obelisk called Cleopatras
Needle in Central Park Now York
city but the good effect was tidy tem-
porary It was discovered also that
the oak sills S by 10Inch timbers
laid directly upon the foundation all
around the house lied rotted and they
were replaced with brick and slate
This work was done bit by bit lnor
der not to attract the attention of vis-

itors through whom reports would
have been spread giving rise to sen
sational newspaper articles to the ef-

fect that Mount Vernon was tumbling
down

The mansion was built by Lawrence
Washington In 3743 who named the
place after Admirll Vernon unde
whom he had sailed in the British
navy It was originally what was then
known us a fourroom cottage

that number of rooms on the math
floor The building was done mainly
by transported convicts from England
Potomac sandstone furnishing the
foundation while the interior timbers
were it oak cut on the estate and rough-
hewn For tho outside sheathing was
used North Carolina pine cut in Imi
tation of stone blocks and painted and
sanded to make it look rough After
the style of the time the dwelling had
chimneys at tho ends outside of the
gables
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George found the mansion
when he came into possession of t
Just before the war of the Revolution-
ho had ceilings of tho pallor and
dining room elaborately decorated and
the wills of tho ItqLll adorned with pan-

eling the w0rk being done by a skill
ful French artisan After tho war he
enlarged the house by adding a ban
quet haw at the north end and a
library at the south end

There is good reason to suppose that
suggestions were obtained from Major
LKnfant Washingtons friend who laid
out the city of Washington Certainly
the arrangement Of the gardens and
drives suggests Versailles

The United States Government has
never given 1 cent to preserve the home
of George Washington which today
wouldbe in ruins but for enterprise

This was tIut condition In which
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and enthusiasm of a few patriotic wo
men In I860 it was In an extremely di
lapidated condition being then the prop
erty of John A Washington a justice of
the United States Supreme Court to
whom It find descended by Inheritance
from Bushrod Washington a nephew of
the Father of his Country The latter
left it to Bushrod but with a tire inter
est to his wife occupied Itior two
and half years after his death when
she followed her husband to the grave

Such was the condition of affalrs
when In the early fifties the matter
TNIJR token up by Ann Pamela Cunnih

started tho Mount Vernon
an organization which had for

its object the purchase and preservation
of the old place Congress refused to
appropriate money to buy it John A
Washington after evincing some reluc-
tance finally consented to scVWhat re
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malned of the estate ho had sold a good
deal of the landfor 200009 and Edward
Everett becoming keenly Interested In

the enterprise himself earned 71000 of
the money Of this large sum he

62000 by delivering an oration on
Washington 122 tittles from 1 5 toJSSB

The first payment on the prop rty
18000 was made In April 188 and the

association thereupon entered Into pos-

session Nothing more was done how-
ever until after the civil war Whan The

war was over vice regents were appoint-
ed for the various States and made It
their business to solicit contributions
Money began to pour in and before long
the association was In a flourishing con
dition financially At the present time it
has a sufficient income to keep Qia place
in firstrate and a considerable-
sum invested in United States bonds is
available for emergencies
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Alarming Landslides Which at
Threatened the Structure Made

an Operation a Necessity
i

Ties

The owe great droad for the safety of
the property has tah fire for the pr-

ventlOn find extinguishment of which
every possflblo appliance te kept at
hand fn vault the house are
four large chemical engines stationary
with 134 feet of hoso which will reach
any of the buildings Four tanks hold
ing 100 gallons each are filled with W-

rarbonite of and water and over
them is suspended receptacle contain
ing a gatfon of sulphuric acid By

the add Into tho tanks an enor
mous pressure can bo generated at an
Instant notice through the

of carbonic add enabling the
guards W direct streams of soda water
in which flames cannot live upon U e
fire Bach of the butlers house Is

pump with a quicksteaming en-

gine and scattered about the Interior
of tho mansion are portable extinguish-
ers N lights are allowed Inside of
the dwelling except when be ladies of
the association make their annual visit
and then candles only are used

New Wells Dug

Washington depended on wells for his
water supply But there have been
typhoid and other fevers among the
people Mount Vernon wltjiin recent
times and the association had the
water analyzed by a Government chem
1st He reported Uwt It was unfit for
drinking and 90 an artesian well has
boen lug which fetches plenty of the
Indispensable fluid from a depth of 3J9

feet It was deemed inadvisable to put
up a modern water tower on the prem-

ises because such a structure would
necessarily impair the integrity of the
surroundings So far as possible

is kept just as It was when
Washington lived there even to
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In the 6 the house

The Furnishings-

The rooms in tho mansion arc fur
nlshe to a great extent with articles
whcih originally belonged to

In his own room for example Ia

the bed In he
The various rooms wore furnlsheclrlby

different States of the Union and or
called by their names For example j

there la the Maryland Room which
onco was occupied by Nellie Custis In
the New Jersey Room Lafayette IS
said to have slept After her

Martha Washington retired to
small room on the third floor a window j

of which commanded a view of
tomb The ceiling almost meets the
floor on one side owing to the
the roof and there Is a hole In thai
door made to allow the Washington
cat to ffo In and out

Washingtons Ghost

Washington ghost Is said to
his loom at Mount Vernon
has over seen It but people who have
occupied the chamber have declared
that at night they were awed by a
viewless presence which prevented
them from sleeping The nearness

strange and brooding spectre was
felt Very likely It Is alt imagination
but If the phantom of tho Immortal
George does return In the still watches-
to his old home It Is a comfort to think
that he must experience a sense of sat-
isfaction from findimr his former prup
erty In firstclass order
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Birds Eye View of the Worlds Fair at St Louis Now Complete =

A Walk of T vo and Three
quarter Miles to Circum-

scribe the Immense
A Grounds

y this view of the Worlds Fair
I

which opens on April JH next al-

most the entire exposition area Is
hown The grounds are M foot long

ami 6000 feet from north to south The
is from a point above the
corner of the grounds What Is

t the main picture of the expo-

sition occupies the northeastern section
Following the picture from the south

ctern gate at the upper left band side
the picture around the northeastern
nts of the several great buildings to
western limits the distance IB soar

i two anti throequarter mlle
Vast Covered

The four great buildings most proml
r it in the picture and nearest the ob

rver b ginnlag with Liberal Arts-
i the and taking the Palaces of
anufHtures Varied Industries and

Transportation have frontage of 300

t more than a mile The Government
gliding and the Goverraent Fisheries-

I are seen In the left of the pie-

r with State Buildings and the great
id Inn beyond them The Govern-

r lit i upon a high elevation
from its porticos and loggias many

iii 8tws views are obtained
i two large buildings nearest

rnmint Building are the Palaces of
I iTi ral Arts and Mines and Metallurgy

t come the Plaza of Orleans and the
of and duca-

t T The broad space which divides the
group into two parts is known as

Plaza St Louis The prominent feat
tIT of place is the Louisiana Per

ifire Monument which stands near the-
r n of Grand Basin The

foundings of this plaaa form the
ntrsT mctttre of the exposition

Festival Hall
The Festival Hall which Is 9M feet In

fT ant MO feet high attend
01 i on either side and the
T Hiulful Restaurant Pavilions terml

tins them cioees the view on the
thwrsV Upon the slopes between

i Coonnades and the Grand Basin
r th great Cascades and Rainbow

rdens givto extraordinary osier and
to the e
hin1 the Hall are the-

r gr ut buiMtngs representing an ex-
t u t P of a mllMon of dollars
c t l t the displays of fine arts
r v cntaln a total of in galleries and
tt pxisiMi win constitute the largest

i di iy frr shown
The I iCdlngs on the west aide of-

f za Hr are Palace of
wMeJt Is nearest

rvr nd the Palace of Kleetrieitr-
r iu Plaii St Anthony is next west of
U e bi Itdtngs

Fifteen Acres of Ground Plan
Iriac at Transports Km cover-

r c n H and Palace of MA-

i rj with its many towers r the-
t IxaMlngs twird Upon high

i u ih west of the Palace of Ma-
i th r Palace of Agrieultvrv-

c verli g twtity acres South of
ilfurr the Palace of Horticulture

VBt l from the Palace of Agricul-
ture Ihllipplne ros r tU j of
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Refuse of the Source of Fortune For the JunkmenCitua
JC THE literal observance of the

1 Biblical injunction to despise not
the day of small things Washing-

ton in one year adds to its volume of
business one million dollars of
stuff that at least 3M009 of its aOQttM

people have thrown away Listed in or-

der of value these substances are
Metals J4WWO
Rags awOM

2fOOOO
Bottles lfQ000
Rubber jg900

Total 7laWOCO

Probably SOM people of Washingtons
900600 population more or less in-

timately connected with this salvage
work and with the showing of those
figures the lowly cry from the alley-
ways and the dingy streets Krangs
nirns should have a new economic
significance a question quite open
to doubt if onehalf million dollars
worth of firstwater diamonds sold
annually In Washington But four or

wholesale dealers in vulgar Junk
bring that many dollars every year Into
the grand volume of Washingtons cur-
rency

In its details the Junk business in a
great city is of stupendous scope Pur
sued to its remote onds It involves an
army pf workers ranging perhaps from
the wife and daughter of a millionaire
to the halffed delvor in garbage boxes
who with his iron hook digs for any
material that may bo worth money on
Ute scales of a Junk dealer

Put theme tags In the scrap bag
the wife Of a may say I
Mutt to anything wasted And
Mother Ktrano teas in almost

I
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Foreground of the mansion under which the tunnel passes 1J

AN ACTUAL VIEW OF THE WORLDS FAIR AS IT IS TO APPEAR AT THE OPENING

n

I

forty acres where 1000 Filipinos will
home during the exposition

The foreign section is seen beyond
Palace of Transportation Among

the fine buildings here are those of

be-

at

the

Belgium Brazil Great Britain France
Italy China Sweden Austria Nica-
ragua Cuba Mexico Ceylon and Can
ada

The Administration Building Ethnol

¬

any street in Washington whore tho
largest garbage boxes obtrude every-
where and where they are most fre-

quently filled to their capacity
In point of popularity and respecta-

bility in its economy nothing ever has
approached the family rag bag It was
of New England origin und was in
heyday when all paper was made from
rags and when the tin peddler drove
through New England offering to the
housewife new tinware for castoff
scraps of clothing In point of value
In modern Washington the development
of machinery and the substitution of
wood pulp for rags In paper making
have made metal scrap neaps of twice
the value of the rag bags

In value among the metals wrought
Iron leads all else In the total sum
Considered by the pound copper brings
mnre than any other with brass second-
in the list Zinc Is of worth
by the pound too after which come
steel and cast iron mill Iron and stove
castings-

In all the ramifications of the Junk
business the work of making Intelligent
assortments Is the most important In
this work the labor engaged approaches
technically the skilled type For his own
selfpreservation it is necessary for
ragviuidiron man of the alleys to know
wrought iron from a casting and shoot
copper from coppered iron plate Also
of course he must be an adept at
bargaindriving But when he has sold
his days harvest to a retail buyer in a
single Job lot the chief work of the
buyer Is to have an Intelligent honest
assortment of everything which he has
bought Ills metals must be carefully
plied according to grade and condition
His rags must be distributed into at
least twelve closo classifications Papers
will bo put into half a dozen

win be assorted Into a score of
groups and rubber t put Into jRverwl
grades In this sorting of grades in all

its
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ogy Building Hall of International
and Womans Building are near

together on the high ground west of
the foreign buildings South of the Ad-

ministration Building tho large struc
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Junk depends much of tho profit of the
retail dealer Carelessness 6r insuf-
ficiency In the work will subject him
to a heavy docking by the Wholesaler
who deals directly with the mills

In all tho metals prices for the scrap
keep pace with the market quotations
for the metals now from the mills Many
conditions affect this scrap Rust Is
notoriously destr active of iron and steel
and rust is of nr reclable weight Stove
castings that have boon subjected to
long continued heat may prove to be in
a great dross from the melting
pot Copper brass and zinc aro loss
subject to deterioration and In copper
Junk that which Is in wire form brings
best prices Machinists brass is consid-
ered best This copper and brass may
be worked readily into any form de
sired

With the various forms of iron and
steel the limitations are greater
Wrought Iron may be reforged readily
into its original commercial shape Steel
Is more difficult to handle

Every man woman and child In
Washington throws away as useless
save for junk nearly 60 cents worth t
rags every year These rags ran o from
the cloth cuttings of firstclass tailors
to the merest rag that lies reeking in an
alley Rags range from 15 cents a
pound for the host woolen scraps to 2o
cents a hundred pounds for the cheap-
est Between the two figures will be at
least two grades of rags

Rags for Paper Making
By far the great hulk of Washington

rags goes into paper making Woody
pulp paper has had a tendency to limit
the usefulness of rags for this purpose
but still there are grades of paper that
can bo made from rugs only For Las
purpose linen is most in demand The
rag list runs through six or seven
grades

At 15 cents a pound for new woolen
scraps however ono comes closest to n

measure
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turejs the Palace of Forestry Fish sail
Game

The aeronautic concourse where tho
airship contests for the 5200 09 in prizes
offered by exposition will takethe

questioning of the real economic value
of the rag bag

Twenty cents a pound for woolen
clippings means that 00 per cent of the
best imported and domestic woolen
goods has shoddy in It said one of the
largest wholesale dealers

Your tailor will dispute that per
haps he continued Not one in fifty
knows anything about It He will feel
a new Importation and hold It to the
light and ask you to catch Its iridescent
coloring In tho sun and price to you at

or SCO perhaps If you should say
It had shoddy in it he probably would
be angry in a moment Yet there arc
girls export at rag picking who can go
Into the firstclass tailoring shops of
the city and with their eyes closed pick
out dozens of bolts of goods full of
shoddy

Tho sense of touch determines them
That not more than CO par cent of wool-
en has shoddy In it is a fact that due
to the other fact that worsteds cannot
be made to take shoddy You may
see two men In the one In a
ahlny suit and the other In some woolly
coat and trousers that are guiltless of
shine Yet the man In the shiny suit
will bo glad in the genuine goods and
the other in a shoddy mixture

Made Into Shoddy
All woolen rags go Into shoddy mix-

tures In the best class of shoddy
combinations no real harm is done
Most of it is from new rags that

never been worn All this shoddy
Is cleaned thoroughly redyed and no
complaint can be made to It on apoint of sanitation Shoddy has come
to stay In all lines of rough woolen
goods simply because all cloth

are using it and the public
cannot afford to threw away Its rag
bag

In the sorting of the rags the re-
tail buyers who has paid MB v frftg
of 10 cents a hundred
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place is In the western part of
grounds The Physical Culture Building
and the Athletic Field with seating ar
rangements for 2Mtt people are also
In the western section

the

¬
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in some piles In the dozen that
he makes eaoh is baled to itself Thesego to the wholesale buyers who accept
the assortments after examination In
finding his market the wholesaler may
have to deal with a dozen mitts His
woolens must go to the cloth manu-
facturer his linens to the manufacturer
of the best grades of paper and His
cheaper rags and papers go to the mills
turning out coarse wrappers No grade
of rags is without commercial value

no condition of dirt makes them
unmerchantable only scorching by
may ruin them

Secondhand Bottles
In the secondhand bottle market the

classifications are often muse with
reference to patent medicine firm labels
brewers wrappers and stoppers and to
the firm signatures that are blown Into
the glass Then for druggists bottles
which are approaching nearer and
nearer a standard size and shape thatmake them always merchantable

Rubber and Its capacity for being
worked over is well Not
every overshoe is known by Its
and not every garden hose can be
Judged by its smell

In a general way this disposition to
save tho castoff things of a great city
has affected sharply the business of
secondhand dealer of long ago Shoddy
In new goods has made the IK of
trousers that has bagged at the kneee
of small worth to the secondbanu
dealer Where once he could offer J2SO
for such trousers he now offers 1 per-
haps for reason that his customers can
buy a now pair of trousers with shoddy
in them cheaper than h can buy and
sell a tailormade garment originally of
the first class

Where shoes jjncs sold at retail for
l fc It or 7 new they BOW bring Si-

ttt and MS a result the esT r In
endhand mouraftl count
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Fifteen Acres of Ground Plans
for Palace of Transpor-

tation Other Vast

reservation of thirty acres for
the Government Indian exhibit and an-
other r e cvatioa jfrf afcc acres for it
trap of the THrttBd States In living
plants ire of the Palace of For-
estry Fish and Game

Near the Palace of Agriculture Is t
great rieral clock 112 feet in diameter
and the lake in which the United Suites
LifeSaving Carps will give dally ex-

hibitions
The Pike

In the foreground Is seen the Pike
the amusement street of the exposi-
tion It begins In the eastern pat at
the grounds with the Tyrolean Alps
which cover ten acres or more and
winds mound the west end of the

and Machinery Palace
to a point near the Art end
ing with the reproduction of the city of
Jerusalem which covers eleven acres
In this distance of nearly two
will e seen tho most novel entertain-
ments that ingenious showmen hav
been able to devise Among them Is an
International Irish exhibition showing
the Industries of Ireland with Parlia-
ment House Blarney Castle and other
notable buildings

Tho arlmal show Is a very large af
fair tea will give many Interesting
glimpses of Oriental life Tho Chinese
Ylha e and Streets of Cairo will fur-

nish very interesting pictures of East
ern customs Creation Is a wonderful
Hluston Under and Over the Sea will

furnish unusual experiences
Tho Galveston Flood will show how

a great city was destroyed by tidal
wave The FireFighting exhibition

will show a modern fire company In ac-

tual oymrfrre with the flames using all
cf the meet modern apparatus NeW

York to the North Pole Is a
feature replete with interest

Jerusalem will be the objective point of

the Blb 9 students from everywhere

Fourteen Miles of Railway

An IntraMural Railway having
miles of will carry the visitor

to the m Ry interesting points within
the grounds The exposition Is

In having a site which furnishes a
variety of scenery and abundant shade
Instruction and pleasure will he rafccd-

in line proportions and the visitors days
at the exposition win fly ail too quickly

The total area of the exposition is
1 48 acres The estimated cost of the
great enterprise IK placed at J3MIM
exclusive of the value of the exhibits
It Is that the exhibits in tho-
lachlncry P lee alone are worth 1800-

Bi
Opens April 30

The opening day Is set for Saturday
April 31 and the exposition will continue
even months to December 1 next

In comparison with the largest form
exposition th Columbian Worlds Fair
at Chicago in IS the Worlds Fair

Louis occupies nearly twice t

amount of lard and has 3 cent HU Xi

exhibit space In every phase this expo-
sition shows the development of eleven
yt rs a i rid of most remarkable prog-
ress in alt industries
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